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academic institutions, not sports fran-
chises.’’ 

As NCAA president, Dr. Brand spear-
headed the most comprehensive pack-
age of academic reforms governing col-
lege athletics in our lifetime. Under his 
leadership, the NCAA raised eligibility 
standards for freshmen and toughened 
requirements that its 400,000 scholar-
ship athletes make annual progress to-
ward a degree to maintain their eligi-
bility. Dr. Brand’s reforms subjected 
teams with poor overall academic per-
formance to unprecedented penalties, 
including bans on bowl games and 
postseason play. 

The result: Today, NCAA graduation 
rates exceed those of the general stu-
dent population in every demographic 
category. Last year, the NCAA’s over-
all graduation rate for its student ath-
letes stood at 79 percent. The gradua-
tion rate of female student athletes 
outpaced nonathletes by 8 percent, 
while the graduation rate for African- 
American male student athletes was 10 
percent higher than their nonathletic 
peers. 

For redefining what is scholastically 
possible in such a short time span, Dr. 
Brand will forever be known as the 
NCAA’s ‘‘Education President.’’ 

It should be noted that despite Dr. 
Brand’s unrelenting focus on helping 
students make the grade, he has never 
lost sight of the joy of making the 
shot. ‘‘Anyone who thinks that college 
is only about the library, the lecture 
hall, and the laboratory really doesn’t 
understand what happens in college,’’ 
he once told a journalist. 

I can personally attest that Myles 
Brand harbors an unsurpassed love for 
the game played on the field and a be-
lief in the power of the NCAA to be a 
dreammaker for young people. 

Yet he has remained true to his 
pledge that ‘‘academics must come 
first.’’ In 2003, Dr. Brand became the 
first university president ever chosen 
to lead the NCAA. A philosopher by 
training and inclination, Dr. Brand has 
earned admiration as a level-headed 
leader interested in critical examina-
tion and reform. USA Today called him 
‘‘the strongest, most vocal and influen-
tial leader college sports has had in 
. . . decades.’’ 

Prior to taking over the NCAA, the 
people of the great State of Indiana en-
joyed a front-row seat to his many ac-
complishments in academia. From 1994 
to 2002, he served as the 16th president 
of my alma mater, Indiana University. 
Dr. Brand led IU through a period of re-
markable growth, attracting record en-
rollments, doubling research funding, 
and establishing the university as a na-
tional leader in the life sciences and in-
formation technology. He increased the 
school’s endowment by a factor of four 
and tripled the number of endowed 
chairs. Under Dr. Brand’s leadership, 
IU created a nationally renowned 
School of Informatics and developed 
the Central Indiana Life Sciences Ini-
tiatives. His trailblazing leadership 
was recognized in 2001 when Time Mag-

azine named Indiana University its 
‘‘College of the Year.’’ 

When Dr. Brand left IU to assume the 
NCAA presidency, he did not have to go 
far—traveling 40 miles up State Road 
37 from Bloomington to Indianapolis, 
where the NCAA is headquartered. 

The NCAA has been a model cor-
porate constituent under Dr. Brand’s 
management, employing more than 410 
Hoosiers with well-paying jobs while 
maintaining a strong community pres-
ence. It has helped hundreds of char-
ities, schools and local organizations 
throughout Indiana, such as United 
Way and the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. After Hurricane 
Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast, the 
NCAA dispatched teams of student ath-
letes and considerable financial re-
sources to the region to rebuild family 
homes. 

Dr. Myles David Brand is a loving 
and devoted husband to his wife, Peg; a 
wonderful father and grandfather; and 
a special leader who I am proud to rec-
ognize today for his contributions to 
college sports, the State of Indiana, 
and the country as a whole.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING PEGGY BURGIN 

∑ Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to 
commemorate the life of a very special 
resident of my home State of Alaska, 
Peggy Burgin. 

Mrs. Burgin was the embodiment of a 
true Alaskan. While living in Alaska, 
she witnessed such historical events as 
the 1964 earthquake and the construc-
tion of the Trans-Alaska pipeline. Mrs. 
Burgin devoted much of her life to vol-
unteering for many community groups. 
She leaves behind many friends who 
are grateful to have known this re-
markable woman. 

On behalf of her family and her many 
friends, I ask today we honor Peggy 
Burgin’s memory. I ask that her obit-
uary, published May 12, 2009, in the An-
chorage Daily News, be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The information follows: 
[From the Anchorage Daily News, May 12, 

2009] 

Peggy Arlene Burgin, 89, died peacefully 
May 5, 2009, at Alaska Regional Hospital, 
where she received exceptional loving care 
from the entire staff. A celebration of life is 
being planned for June. Born Aug. 16, 1919, in 
Bellingham, Wash., to Michael and Minnie 
Burns, she worked from an early age to help 
her widowed mother and younger brother. 
She went to business college, was president 
of the Alpha Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi so-
rority and was a lifelong Democrat. She 
moved to Anchorage in July 1947 to marry 
Lee Morrow, a veteran Air Force pilot with 
postwar Alaska dreams. Ten months later 
the small plane he was co-piloting dis-
appeared in the Susitna Valley and was 
never recovered. Shaken, she returned brief-
ly to Washington, but her love for Alaska 
drew her right back. Working for an air 
cargo firm and later First National Bank of 
Anchorage, she made an impact as a single 
determined woman in a rough young town. 
She met and married another Alaska enthu-
siast, Fred Burgin, and together with their 
children, Salli, Jim and Judi, they experi-

enced many adventures including the 1964 
earthquake, pipeline construction and home-
steading in Point MacKenzie. There she 
homeschooled the kids, shot a bear that 
tried to join them in the cabin and ran the 
homestead while Fred was away at construc-
tion jobs. 

As a Teamster, Peggy was hired to start 
the Teamster Credit Union (now Denali Alas-
kan Federal Credit Union), where she 
achieved her goal of helping members start 
businesses and buy homes. Politically in-
volved, both Peggy and Fred received their 
territorial voter registrations from Senator 
E.L. ‘‘Bob’’ Bartlett and often canceled each 
other’s vote. Peggy was one of the founding 
members of the Bartlett Democratic Club, 
rarely missing the weekly meetings. She 
chaired and worked on many campaigns and 
was a delegate for Alaska at Clinton’s presi-
dential caucus. 

Although busy with career and family, she 
was the ultimate volunteer and contributor 
with this partial list of organizations that 
benefited from her enthusiasm: Inlet View 
PTA, Alaska Regional Hospital Auxilliary, 
Alaska Native Hospital gift shop, Anchorage 
Senior Activity Center, Anchorage Unitarian 
Fellowship, Teamster 959 Retirees, Alaskan 
Commission on Aging, Pioneers of Alaska, 
STAR, Victims for Justice, Blood Bank of 
Alaska, women’s equality groups and several 
credit unions. Peggy was a devoted friend to 
people of all ages and walks of life, always 
willing to give kids a hand up or a haven. 
She valued education, writing and courtesy 
and was described by one friend as one of the 
last true pioneer ladies—elegant, gracious, 
generous and as tough as nails. She loved 
traveling to Hawaii, Washington and New 
York and even toured China. She enjoyed 
staying connected to her myriad friends, 
watching Alaska politics on cable and get-
ting her hair ‘‘fluffed’’ (her word) at Trend-
setters. 

Peggy was predeceased by her daughter 
Judi, and her husbands, Lee and Fred. She is 
survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Jim 
Burgin and Janice Ray, daughter, Salli 
Burgin; grandchildren, Erin Malone (Jason 
Dallman), Devin Malone, Dante Modaffari, 
and Bryant Burgin; great-granddaughters, 
Ava and Lena Malone-Dallman, all of Alaska 
and Washington; and by her brother, Robert 
Burns and family of Idaho. The family wish-
es to thank Peggy’s doctors, Kathleen Case 
and Vernon Cates, for her many years of en-
ergetic health.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING NORVAL POHL 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to Dr. Norval Pohl, 
former president of the University of 
North Texas, who passed away last 
week after a courageous battle against 
pancreatic cancer. 

Dr. Pohl joined the UNT com unity 
in 1999 as the executive vice president 
and provost and became the univer-
sity’s 13th president in October 2000. 

Under Dr. Pohl’s leadership at UNT, 
enrollment grew from 27,000 to over 
32,000 students. During the same pe-
riod, the university’s Latino enroll-
ment increased by 48 percent and Afri-
can-American enrollment increased by 
43 percent. Financial aid awards in-
creased from $57.8 million to $172.2 mil-
lion, and annual giving to UNT in-
creased from $4.7 million to $13.4 mil-
lion. Dr. Pohl is also recognized for ad-
dressing title IX issues with the acqui-
sition of the Liberty Christian School 
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